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Which of the following 
two fables has this theme?

Treat others as you would like to be treated



The Tortoise and the Hare
Once upon a time there was a hare who, boasting how he could run faster than anyone else, was forever teasing tortoise for 
its slowness. Then one day, the irate tortoise answered back: “Who do you think you are? There’s no denying you’re swift, but
even you can be beaten!” The hare squealed with laughter.

“Beaten in a race? By whom? Not you, surely! I bet there’s nobody in the world that can win against me, I’m so speedy. Now, 
why don’t you try?”
Annoyed by such bragging, the tortoise accepted the challenge. A course was planned, and the next day at dawn they stood at 
the starting line. The hare yawned sleepily as the meek tortoise trudged slowly off. When the hare saw how painfully slow 
his rival was, he decided, half asleep on his feet, to have a quick nap. “Take your time!” he said. “I’ll have forty winks and 
catch up with you in a minute.”

The hare woke with a start from a fitful sleep and gazed round, looking for the tortoise. But the creature was only a short 
distance away, having barely covered a third of the course. Breathing a sigh of relief, the hare decided he might as well have 
breakfast too, and off he went to munch some cabbages he had noticed in a nearby field. But the heavy meal and the hot sun 
made his eyelids droop. With a careless glance at the tortoise, now halfway along the course, he decided to have another 
snooze before flashing past the winning post. And smiling at the thought of the look on the tortoise’s face when it saw the 
hare speed by, he fell fast asleep and was soon snoring happily. The sun started to sink, below the horizon, and the tortoise, 
who had been plodding towards the winning post since morning, was scarcely a yard from the finish. At that very point, the 
hare woke with a jolt. He could see the tortoise a speck in the distance and away he dashed. He leapt and bounded at a great 
rate, his tongue lolling, and gasping for breath. Just a little more and he’d be first at the finish. But the hare’s last leap was just 
too late, for the tortoise had beaten him to the winning post. Poor hare! Tired and in disgrace, he slumped down beside the 
tortoise who was silently smiling at him.

“Slowly does it every time!” he said.



THE FOX AND THE STORK

The Fox one day thought of a plan to amuse himself at the expense of the Stork, at whose odd appearance he was always 

laughing.

"You must come and dine with me today," he said to the Stork, smiling to himself at the trick he was going to play. The Stork

gladly accepted the invitation and arrived in good time and with a very good appetite.

For dinner the Fox served soup. But it was set out in a very shallow dish, and all the Stork could do was to wet the very tip of

his bill. Not a drop of soup could he get. But the Fox lapped it up easily, and, to increase the disappointment of the Stork,

made a great show of enjoyment.

The hungry Stork was much displeased at the trick, but he was a calm, even-tempered fellow and saw no good in flying into a 

rage. Instead, not long afterward, he invited the Fox to dine with him in turn. The Fox arrived promptly at the time that had

been set, and the Stork served a fish dinner that had a very appetizing smell. But it was served in a tall jar with a very narrow 

neck. The Stork could easily get at the food with his long bill, but all the Fox could do was to lick the outside of the jar, and 

sniff at the delicious odor. And when the Fox lost his temper, the Stork said calmly:

Do not play tricks on your neighbors unless you can stand the same treatment yourself.



Which of the following 
two fables has this theme?

A kindness is never wasted



THE LION AND THE MOUSE 

A Lion lay asleep in the forest, his great head resting on his paws. A timid little Mouse came upon him unexpectedly, and in 
her fright and haste to get away, ran across the Lion's nose. Roused from his nap, the Lion laid his huge paw angrily on the 
tiny creature to kill her.

"Spare me!" begged the poor Mouse. "Please let me go and some day I will surely repay you."

The Lion was much amused to think that a Mouse could ever help him. But he was generous and finally let the Mouse go.

Some days later, while stalking his prey in the forest, the Lion was caught in the toils of a hunter's net. Unable to free himself, 
he filled the forest with his angry roaring. The Mouse knew the voice and quickly found the Lion struggling in the net. 
Running to one of the great ropes that bound him, she gnawed it until it parted, and soon the Lion was free.

"You laughed when I said I would repay you," said the Mouse. "Now you see that even a Mouse can help a Lion."

A kindness is never wasted.



HERCULES AND THE WAGONER

A Farmer was driving his wagon along a miry country road after a heavy rain. The horses could hardly drag the load through 
the deep mud, and at last came to a standstill when one of the wheels sank to the hub in a rut.

The farmer climbed down from his seat and stood beside the wagon looking at it but without making the least effort to get it 
out of the rut. All he did was to curse his bad luck and call loudly on Hercules to come to his aid. Then, it is said, Hercules 
really did appear, saying:

"Put your shoulder to the wheel, man, and urge on your horses. Do you think you can move the wagon by simply looking at it 
and whining about it? Hercules will not help unless you make some effort to help yourself."

And when the farmer put his shoulder to the wheel and urged on the horses, the wagon moved very readily, and soon the 
Farmer was riding along in great content and with a good lesson learned.

Heaven helps those who help themselves.



Themes:

The Tortoise and the Hare –
Slowly does it every time
or Slow and steady wins 
the race

The Fox and the Stork - Do not play tricks on your 
neighbors unless you can 
stand the same treatment 
yourself or Treat others as you 
would like to be treated

The Lion and the Mouse – A kindness is never wasted

Hercules and the Wagoner – Heaven helps those who 
help themselves


